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Policy statement

Frimley ICS Medicines Optimisation Board does not currently recommend the
prescribing of electromagnetic pulse therapy (Actipatch®) for pain relief.

Background

Actipatch® is a drug-free medical device which pulses an electromagnetic signal 1,000
times per second with the aim of stimulating nerves to dampen the brain’s perception
of pain.
e It is promoted for chronic pain relief including back pain, knee pain,
muscle & joint pain, arthritis, sciatica, fibromyalgia, strains and
sprains.
e Itis adevice applied to the skin at the affected area that provides 720
hours (30 days) continuous electromagnetic pulse therapy treatment,
that may be extended to 2 — 3 months by intermittent use.!
e ActiPatch is included in the Drug Tariff.?

Clinical evidence

BioElectronics Corporation (the manufacturer of ActiPatch®) has undertaken clinical
trials, user surveys and compiled patient testimonials.

Sixty-six patients were included in a knee osteoarthritis study® of which 60 completed
the study; a small reduction in pain score against placebo was seen.

In a registry study of 44,000 subjects who tried the device 5000 (11%) submitted an

assessment. Of these 65% reported an average pain reduction of 57%. Information
about the experience of the remaining 39,000 subjects is lacking.*
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